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The project aligns with RE-DWELLs research areas: Design,
planning, and building; Community participation; and Policy
and financing. It promotes a sustainable building model with
low environmental impact and involves dwellers in decision-
making. It emphasises a holistic vision of design, considering
social, environmental, and economic sustainability. The project
follows a participatory process involving open assemblies for
collective decision-making. It fosters community-oriented living
with shared spaces and activities, encouraging mutual support
and cooperation. It developed an innovative housing plan for
affordable housing, which led to legislative change and new
policies. It is one of the first projects under Spain’s “grant of
Architect(s): Lacol cooperativa use” model, which separates use value from exchange value to
Location: Barcelona, Spain prevent speculation. The project exemplifies innovation in design,

Project (year): 2012-present . . . . .
Construction (year): 2017-2018 community engagement, and policy and financing for sustainable
and affordable housing.

Housing type: Cooperative houisng

Urban context: Part of an old industrial site

Construction system: First floor with concrete and the next six with CLT
Selected option: New building Built
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* This diagram is for illustrative purposes only based on the author’s interpretation of the above case study
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“The Social Climate Fund: Materialising Just Transition Principles?”

Financial allocation of ETS revenues to EU member states, in million euros
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Instrument: Fund

Issued (year): 2023

Application period (years): 2026-2032

Scope: European

Target group: European households at risk of energy and/or transport
poverty

Housing tenure: Mixed

Discipline: Public policy

Object of study: Instrument
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The EU’s Social Climate Fund (SCF) is a part of the Green Deal
initiative and aims to mitigate the financial impact of increased
energy costs and gasoline prices resulting from extending the
Emission Trading Scheme (ETS) to buildings and transport. The
SCF will provide resources to assist vulnerable households, micro-
enterprises, and transport users. It will operate from 2026 to 2032
and will be funded through revenues generated by the new ETS,
with a maximum allocation of 65 billion euros, supplemented
by national contributions. Many NGOs applaud the SCF for
iIncorporating a social dimension into EU climate policies and
attempting to ‘materialise’ the just transition. Nevertheless,
concerns remain regarding the fund’s size, tight timeframe,
and limited stakeholder participation outlined in the proposed
regulation. The SCF holds particularrelevance tomyresearch area,
as It addresses housing affordability within the energy transition,
with a specific focus on vulnherable groups.
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