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      Citizen engagement with urban commons
               as a tool for sustainable local development in 

priority neighborhoods
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WHAT?

Urgency to address social sustainability on an 
equal level as environmental & economic

Urban commons can foster the collaborative 
governance of neighborhood resources and 
achieve mutual benefits
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CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK

(especially on difficult residential neighghborhoods)

WHY?

How can urban commons theory & practice
foster local development frameworks to tackle 

sustainability in priority neighborhoods?

How is sustainability defined in a 
local scale? (is this transferable)?
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What are urban commons in a 
neighborhood scale? How can 

they be organised in a 
taxonomy?
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quintable helix: local authorities, 
residents/community groups/NGOs, 

academia, private initiatives

 neighborhood resources:
physical and intangible 
e.g. public space, local 

knowledge

ii RESEARCH QUESTIONS

iii THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK

iv METHODOLOGY

indicators

 Literature Review 

localising SDGs;New Urban Agenda etc.

o1

Mapping 425 BIP/ZIP 
Projects

evaluate projects 
according to 
sustainability o2 BIP/ZIP Taxonomy

review of urban 
commons and 
sustainability as 
seperate discources

examine case study 
under the preliminary 
framework
 (BIP/ZIP, Lisbon)

construction of a 
theoretical framework 
that correlates the two
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Development

Define Sustainability 
in the specific context
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Theoretical 
Framework
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Good Practiceso3

Case Study 

refine

refine framework 
through qualitative 
methods & develop 
guidelines

interviews, focus 
group to learn 

from good 
practices

test created 
framework & refine
(Pacte, Grenoble)

Action Research

organise workshop

check transferability
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deliver outcomes

Citizens & local stakeholders: playbook & 
guidelines for engaging with urban commons
Municipality of Lisbon: BIPZIP evaluation and 
good practices; guidelines to enable citizens 
in the governance of the urban commons

    (tranferable)
Academia: contribution to urban commons & 
sustainability discourse

TO WHOM?
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