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An analysis of community participation for the provision of affordable and sustainable hou-

sing: The case of Barcelona

Theresearch aimsto investigate processes of community parti-

cipationinhousingprovision,asanemergingpractice, that

seeks

solutions to the housing crisis and more sustainable practices.
The focus will be on the case of Barcelona, where during the last
fifteenyears, local groups are exploring alternative paths of hou-

sing co-creationasaresponsetothehousingcrisis. We will

ne fo-

cusingoncooperativehousingthatusesthelegalformofgrantof
use’,andthatisfollowingatransdisciplinary co-creation process.

‘ ‘ “This served to highlight the importance of knowing what the end-user needs
are in the design process in housing, which is one of the key issues being ex-

plored by the RE-DWELL network.”.

Case studies

Library of documented and collaboratively studied cases on
affordable and sustainable housing

La Borda.
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Network members activities

‘ ‘ “It 1Is widely acknowledged that environmental re-
trofit should result in a reduction of carbon emis-
sions by at least 60% In order to stabilise atmos-

pheric carbon concentration and mitigate climate
change (Fawcett, 2014; Johnston et al., 2005)”
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The Governance of Energy Poverty Alleviation: Comparative Analyses of 1argeted Policies and

Strategies across Europe

This project explores opportunities for European policy-
Makers and housing professionals to target households at
risk of energy poverty so that the Renovation Wave can be
transformed Into a ‘just transition’. It suggests possible en-
nancement of measurement technigues, works together
with housing association professionals to explore targeted
INterventions, and compares regulatory opportunities and
obstacles in France, the UK, and the Netherlands. By doing
this, It aims to enhance identification of energy poverty,
efficiency of alleviation policies and public accountability
of actors responsible.

WOKRSHOP BUDAPEST -

‘ ‘ “The third RE-DWELL network-wide activity took place in Budapest, at the
Centre for Social Sciences. Each one of the network activities falls under a
specific thematic, indicating where the focus of each of our common activi-
ties would be.

The first two - the Lisbon workshop and the Nicosia summer school-, were re-
volving around the area of ‘design, planning, and building’ while the next two
- Budapest’s workshop and the upcoming Valencia summer school- will focus
oh ‘community participation’.

‘ ‘ “I genuinely believe the RE-DWELL community Is In a unique
position to contribute to a better understanding of the way
forward, because messy and complex real-world problems
call for a holistic approach’”
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Comparative anaIYSiS Of pOliCieS fOl‘ affordable Figure 3: Net Present Value and Affordability Trade-Offs (Using Cash Flow Formulae of Table 2)
and sustainable housing

This project analyses energy transition policies within the
context of increasingly unequal housing markets undergoing
chronic affordability issues. The focus Is on providing a criti-
cal analysis of housing retrofit policies accounting for distri-
butional effects across households. To answer the overar-
ching research question, “How will the strive for sustainability
affect the affordability of housing costs?” this dissertation
draws from formal economic modelling and political economy.

“Community participation in housing provision is pursued by communities ea-
ger to build housing that fits their needs, values, and desires. This can manifest
itself in material terms, understanding housing as a physical space that should
meet economic demands, long-term affordability, or spatial configurations that

address the needs of their dwellers.”

‘ ‘ “As a house with 1ts built components is incorporated Into
a market to become an asset, It also acquires meaning by
providing ontological security to its inhabitants (Madden &
Marcuse, 2016).”
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Urban commons for Sustainable Local Development
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Theaim of thisresearchisto investigate how the notion of urban 1) RESEARCH QUESTIONS
commons can influence Sustainable Local Development (SLD)
strategies to fortify social and territorial impact in priority resi-
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‘ ‘ “We participated in a roundtable about
with experts from the field, Jenny Pickerill,
professor of environmental geography and head of the department of geography at
the University of Sheffield, and Richard Lang, professor of social enterprise and in-
novative regions at Bertha von Suttner University in Austria”.

‘ ‘ “Most significantly, it acted as a threshold, establishing the
transition from the individual to the collective, providing the
Invaluable feeling that no one will be alone within this de-
manding yet exciting journey.”
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Democratising housing design through Mass Customisation

This project will investigate the implementation of MC In the
housebuilding industry through a transdisciplinary approach,
using industrial and sustainable building methods and incor-
porating ICTs such as BIM. The research will select three case
studies from the European context that have been completed
with different levels of industrialisation. Through a cross-ca-
se study comparative method, it will evaluate to what extent
the systems have an impact on the customisation pPossibi-
ities, the role of the diverse actors in the construction pro-
cess, and the implications on optimisation and scalability.

‘ ‘ “We encounter two broad categories for the creation of cooperative housing;
the first refers to that make decisions based on consen-

sus, adopting often self-built approaches.”

‘ ‘ “The second category refers to the promotion of cooperative housing that is
being , such as housing or non-profit associa-

tions.’

‘ ‘ “This case study proves that true value of participation lies in the
effects It creates In its participants. The same living spaces when
seen from different eyes at different situations, resulted in unique
arrangements and acquired different significance. ”

Blog

Network members activities

Case studies

Library of documented and collaboratively studied cases on
affordable and sustainable housing
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Capturing the social value of design in housing regeneration projects: I he potential of POE
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Thisprojectaimstodevelopaframeworkforcapturingthe social
value of housing at a building scale. Post-occupancy evaluation
(POE) 1s a promising methodology to gauge a project’s capacity
to meet soclal impact objectives and deliver improved sustai-
nability and affordability. When it comes to housing, a decision
on the height of a bench iIn a common space, the position of
windows in relation to a playground or the size of a stairwell can
Impact the social value of a project. This thesis seeks to align
the potential of the ‘Capability approach’ of Amartya Sen with
debates on social value at the scale of a housing block; likewise,
to complement the body of knowledge devoted to understan-
ding how buildings work but bringing forward the human scale.

‘ ‘ “The term was often mentioned in the discussion, referring to co-
llective practices of self-reflection about the participants’ positionalities, au-
thorities, verbalisation skills, experience, and values.

‘ ‘ “Participation in design or participatory design Is a process Blog
and strategy that entails all stakeholders (e.g. partners, citi- Networkmembersactivities
zens, and end-users) partaking in the design process.”
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